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Around the District 

Curriculum Implementation Committee 

Thank you for taking the time to read this and please direct any suggestions, 

questions, or inquiries to me directly: Gerald.Fussell@sd71.bc.ca 
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  Math Links 

  4-D Learning 

  Implementation 

  Imaginal 

  National Recognition 

 

Math Links 

Teaching Kids Real Math With Computers is a Ted Talk by 

Conrad Wolfgram. 

Exploring Colleagues’ Professional Influence on Mathe-
matics Teachers’ Learning is a study of how teachers 

learn on the job in the Teachers College Record. 

BC Government announcement about teaching coding in 

schools. 

Four-Dimensional Learning? 

Applied learning—Junior Achievement BC’s 2016 Innovation 

Jam features a team from GP Vanier — interview with Ja-

cob Teichrib. 

Empowering our children to change the world—Learning for 

a Sustainable Future and Design for Change. 

“I can” approach as explained by Kiran Sethi. 

As part of our district’s curriculum implementation efforts, 

a representative committee of 14 teachers and 

administrators have been meeting to design a plan for 

support.  They met all of last Thursday and half of this past 

Monday.  The plan is starting to come together. 

On Thursday, February 25, the day will begin with a 

presentation by Maria LeRose, inviting participants to think 

about and reflect on why the curriculum is changing/why it 

must change, to explore the background to this curricular 

shift and tot consider the opportunities it offers.  An 

interactive panel will follow the presentation, addressing 

some of the key elements of the new curriculum 

framework.  In the afternoon, teams will work ‘hands-on’ 

with the Core Competencies. 

In planning this work, the committee quickly realised that 

there are some parts of the curriculum that will lend 

themselves to working together as a district, some that will 

be better as targeted teams, and others that will best 

explored independently.  This first curriculum 

implementation day will be devoted to creating 

opportunities for whole district conversations and targeted 

teamwork to help build common language/common 

understanding around the curriculum redesign before 

considering next steps. 

The intention is to have a comprehensive 3 year plan of 

support that is responsive to feedback from our 500 

teachers. 

Imaginal Planning 

 

Local Work Featured Nationally 

In the most recent edition of Leaders & Learners (the offi-

cial magazine of the Canadian Association of School System 

Administrators), focused on the themes of Social Justice 

and Social Responsibility, a local project was featured.  

Developing Social Responsibility and a Sense of Purpose 

Through “Design for Change” (page 33) takes a look at the 

journey of many over the past four years to embrace the 

principles and opportunities associated with an “I Can” 

mentality.  This all started with an inquiry question: “How 

could we empower our learners with a greater sense of 

meaning and purpose in school?” 

The article goes on to talk about the different inspirations 

for the work and how the impact grew to the place were 

“when asked questions framed with the Feel, Imagine, Do 

design thinking model, our students can confidently ex-

press why they were drawn to their identified issue and 

why it is important; they are able to describe if and what 

other people are doing about the issue locally and globally, 

and they are able to share what they hope to accomplish 

with their actions.” 

Local leaders, Doug David, Catherine Manson, and Christine 

VanderRee draw links between their work with Design For 

Change – the largest global movement designed to give 

children an opportunity to express their own ideas for a 

better world and put them into action – and the Core Com-

petencies and Big Ideas of the new BC curricular frame-

work. 

What started as 9 passionate teachers 4 years ago has 

grown into a major theme of work in our district with many 

different faces. 

Last Thursday 65 teachers and administrators got togeth-

er at Glacier View Learning Centre to continue our devel-

opment as an Imaginal district.  The meeting, designed 

by Lucinda Wolters based on Adaptive Schools strategies 

and facilitated by Gerald Fussell took participants 

through an exercise that had teachers from different 

schools and levels sharing their experiences with various 

parts of the Imaginal program.  Using ‘small group dia-

logues’ and ‘fireside chats’ the conversations were rich 

and participants felt connected and heard.  As a summa-

tive part of these conversations each group highlighted 

the 4 or 5 key themes that emerged. 

After dinner, each group prepared an ‘Existing State à 

Future State’ graphic organizer.  This took the conversa-

tions from the past/present and had teams design the 

ideal future state of the work.  Next, participants had to 

identify resources, challenges, and actions that were re-

quired to get to the desired state.  At the end of the 

evening participants got to circulate the room and look 

at the work from the different groups and then identify 

things that excited them, questions that they had, and 

what surprised them. 

All of this information was collected and is in the process 

of being collated so that a Strategic Plan for supporting 

this work can be designed.  One of the overwhelming 

themes from the evening was how much this work will 

help and support our use and understanding of the new 

curriculum. 
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