
INNOVATIVE INKLINGS 

Three Interesting Links 

The River—this is my web-site.  I plan to 
have a variety of content on this site including 
key links, articles, and Twitter trends from 
#learn71 and #bced. 

Learn 71—this is a site managed by Kara 
Dawson, our district technology support 
teacher, and features a myriad of resources 
and information for all educators contributed 
by educators. 

Our new curriculum framework—this site has 
some background, but mostly it has the K-9 
curriculum and the Grad Program draft 
curricula. 

“Innovation in 

education is the 

process of generating 

ideas and putting them 

into practice in order to 

improve learning for our 

students.”  

- Gerald Fussell   

September 11, 2015 
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The bird made it to the top first but received a FAIL for flying not climbing.   

 

This comic seems to be based on the fable by George H. Reavis The Animal 

School.. 

Purpose of this Newsletter 

The purpose of this newsletter is to share information and experiences 

from throughout our district and beyond focused on innovative practice.  I 

define innovation as the process of generating ideas and putting them into 

practice in order to improve.  In this case we are talking about improving 

the learning for our youth.  Please let me know of ideas that should be 

shared. 

Innovative events and efforts from around our district 

Around the District 

Imaginal Learning—Pro-D 

During our Professional Development Day on September 3, Jacqueline 

Anderson facilitated a conversation about Imaginal Learning.  Teachers 

and administrators from across the district participated in this edCamp 

style session which was intended as a follow-up to the sessions with 

Tom Rudnik last school year.  Participants came to the session with 

varied backgrounds from “I heard about this and am curious” to “we will 

be implementing some of these learning adventures and I want to learn 

more.” 

There are two parts to this work: the Imaginal Leadership part (based 

on the imaginal cells in butterflies) and the Profound Learning Model 

(which in essence outlines four levels of development—ownership, 

mastery, innovation, and future ready). 

The Village of Brooklyn 

Brooklyn Elementary School began this school year with an exciting 

school wide project called the Brooklyn Village: Past, Present and 

Future. Within this project, students and teachers will be exploring what 

makes Brooklyn a village. The main theme for their project, which will 

continue throughout the school year, is community building and a sense 

of belonging. Brooklyn Village will allow students to look at their school 

community through three different lenses: past, present and future.  

For the duration of this project, students have been assigned to multi-

age homeroom groups where they will start and finish their day.  The 

students in grades 1 – 3 will be exploring the present, students in grades 

4 – 5 will look at the past, and students in grades 6 – 7 will focus on the 

future. Each group will work on a variety of learning activities based on 

the main themes of Culture, Sustainability and Community Leadership. 

The project will wrap up with a Meet Our Staff Open House where the 

whole school community will be invited to come in to see what the 

students have learned. 

By using learning adventures, a concept picked up with the Imaginal 

Learning Framework pro-d sessions, to build school culture and social 

responsibility the teachers are working with concepts and structures 

seen in the new K-9 curricular framework.  The belief is that with 

stronger community connections and engagement students will thrive. 

Technology Upgrades—Busy Summer 

Our Technology Department has been very busy over the summer.   

 Cumberland Community School (187), Lake Trail Middle School 

(136), and GP Vanier (698+) received new workstations and in the 

process more than 7 cube vans worth of recycling was removed.   

 As part of our Connect71 initiative (BYOD) Wi-Fi was upgraded in 

the majority of SD#71 learning sites which will support students and 

teachers with greater connectivity. 

 New classroom/assignments functions were brought on-line to 

support the burgeoning growth of e-portfolios (more than 80 

teachers attended Kara’s sessions during the pro-d days —Learn71 

has an e-portfolio resource page 

 We have almost completely switched to MyEducation BC (over 650 

accounts have been set up so far) with 6 different tutorial sessions 

being run in the past two weeks. 

 350 help desk tickets were addressed and resolved. 

 Our District Tech Plan continued to be a living, guiding document. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this and please direct any suggestions, 

questions, or inquiries to me directly: Gerald.Fussell@sd71.bc.ca 
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