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BC’s Education System Links 
 

The Conference Board of Canada has collected data and com-

pares Canada (and BC) with 15 top countries in education and 

skills. 

 

British Columbia was chosen as a model for the Learning First 

report on professional learning due to our ‘top performing’ sta-

tus. 

 

The OECD assesses 15 year olds in countries from around the 

world for literacy, numeracy, and scientific understanding.  The 

summary of Canada’s reports is available by clicking here.  But, 

of even more interest is the most recent assessment of problem 

solving skills. 

 

Responses to frequently asked questions about the Redesigned 

BC Curriculum can be found by clicking here. 

 

An introduction and background to BC’s Redesigned Curriculum 

can be found by clicking here. 

The Royston Elementary School community began the year 

by examining their strengths and challenges by looking 

through three lenses: the redesigned curriculum, September 

benchmark assessments, and classroom observations.  From 

this exercise they identified many strengths and decided to 

focus on three key growth areas: personal responsibility, 

metacognition, and Mathematics. 

 

One of the tools they have used to do this is continuous 

communication about student learning by using portfolios.  

Alysha Birnie, a representative from the PLC team working 

with portfolios, talked about their experiences and went 

through some interesting data they collected from parents.  

One of the key takeaways was that far more parents were 

happy or very happy with portfolios than were those who 

received reports via MyEducation BC.  After a year of learn-

ing the portfolio platform, most plan to continue this meth-

odology next year 

 

Shannon Bavis-Knox talked about their work with early read-

ing interventions, but it was the work the staff were doing 

to help connect students that received the most attention.  

Congruent with their focus on Personal and Social Compe-

tencies, the staff have been working with a 2 by 10 model 

(spend two minutes a day for ten days having a personal 

conversation with the student) to increase their connection 

to students they identify as ‘at-risk’.  The school has no-

ticed a very positive improvement in student engagement 

resulting from this intervention.  Katherine Sirrs’ class has 

been working all year from the theme of ‘If you can be any-

thing, be kind.’  The students presenting this focus were 

passionate, enthusiastic, and 100% committed to their 

theme. 

 

Others, mostly students, presented about work they were 

doing that reflect the redesigned curriculum such as pro-

jects that connect them beyond the school such as a water 

project from our Issues 21 work; creating playful learning 

spaces; and incorporating First Peoples Principles of Learn-

ing throughout.   

 

They also have a strong connection with their community 

with 33% of the students having at least one parent who at-

tended Royston Elementary themselves.  The PAC is very ac-

tive and work hard to support the different needs and wants 

as they align with the school’s goals.  They make a point of 

supporting local businesses and those businesses support the 

school in turn.  Community building is very important. 

 

The finale of the school review was a tour of the Royston 

Elementary School’s Art Show set up in the gymnasium with 

artwork from every student in the school on display.  This 

week-long event is a fundraiser for both the school’s art 

program and for YANA. 

Intentions of the Redesigned Curriculum 

With the redesigned curriculum, students will have in-

creased opportunities to gain the essential learning and life 

skills necessary to live and work successfully in a complex, 

interconnected, and rapidly changing world. 

 

Students will focus on acquiring skills and competencies to 

help them to use knowledge critically and creatively, to 

solve problems ethically and collaboratively, and to make 

the decisions necessary to succeed in our increasingly glob-

alized world.  They will be more engaged in their learning, 

explore their passions, and gain important employment 

skills. 

 

Key Features: 

 Aboriginal worldviews and perspectives in the classroom 

 Contextual learning 

 Core and new literacies 

 Deeper learning as opposed to surface ‘knowledge’ 

 First Peoples Principles of Learning integrated through-

out 

 Flexibility 

 Formative assessment 

 Global perspectives and connections 

 Holistic vs. Fragmented learning 

 Personalized, student-centred learning 

 “Understand, Know, Do” structure for all curricula to 

support a concept-based competency-driven approach to 

learning 

 

It seems that there is more and more information being put 

on the Ministry web-site every week.  Most recently we saw 

the graduation program, assessment and reporting plan, Ca-

reer Education K-12 curriculum, and a revised Mathematics 

8/9 curricula put up.  I invite all to look at this valuable web

-space and to check back regularly. 

“Develop a passion for learning.  If you do, you will never 

cease to grow.  

                    - Anthony J. D’Angelo 

“The object of education is to prepare the young to 

educate themselves throughout their lives.” 

                - Robert M. Hutchins 

 All areas of learning are being redesigned at the same 

time using a common framework. 

 The structure of the redesigned curriculum is more flexi-

ble to enable teacher to develop cross-curricular learn-

ing experiences for students and take advantage of cur-

rent topics of interest to students. 

 In the redesigned curriculum framework, core competen-

cies—such as critical thinking, communication and social 

responsibility—are made explicit. 

 Each area of learning features Big Ideas that are im-

portant for students to understand. 

 The curriculum is balanced: it emphasizes core founda-

tional skills while focusing on higher-level conceptual un-

derstandings. 

 Standards remain rigorous; however, the new learning 

standards are more open in nature, making them less rig-

id, less detailed, and less focused on minor facts. 

 Aboriginal perspectives and content have been authenti-

cally integrated into every subject. 

What will be different? 

Why is BC’s Curriculum Changing? 

 In today’s technology-enabled world, students have in-

stant access to a limitless amount of information.  For all 

students, the great value of education is in learning the 

skills to successfully locate, analyze, and apply the infor-

mation they need in their work and personal lives after 

they graduate. 

 Experts from BC and around the world advise that curric-

ulum should put more emphasis on concepts, competen-

cies, and processes. 

 The existing curriculum can restrict student learning be-

cause it has so many objectives to cover.  The highly pre-

scriptive nature of the existing curriculum puts it at odds 

with the vision of a more personalized learning experi-

ence set out in BC’s Education Plan. 
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